






460 N. Union Street,








Middletown, Pa.,








June15, 1936

Dear Friends:-



As many of you know, I have announced to the congregation of the Presbyterian Church of Middletown my intention of resigning as the pastor of that church, my active ministry to cease at the end of this month.  I have also announced my intention of withdrawing from the ministry of the Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A., in order that I may become a minister in the Presbyterian Church of America, which was organized to continue the spiritual succession of the Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A., a church which I feel to have become definitely and finally apostate.



It occurred to me that every member of our church in Middletown should know the reason for my action, and I am including in the mailing-list for this letter the names of many friends whom I know will be deeply concerned over the situation in the Presbyterian Church in the U.S. A.



It would obviously be impossible for me to trace the whole history of the present apostasy, but it suffices to say that it had its genesis toward the end of the last century when the camels of unbelief were permitted to put their heads into the tents of faith, and they have now taken complete possession of those tents.  I shall simply cite to you as succinctly as possible five immediate reasons for the action I am taking, although there are many subsidiary reasons.

1.-  THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF 1936 DECLARED THE

             AUBURN AFFIRMATION TO BE NOT HERETICAL.



A little over a decade ago some 1300 ministers of the Presbyterian Church signed a statement to the effect that five cardinal doctrines of our faith, including the verbal inspiration of the Scripture, the Virgin Birth of Christ, the miracles of Christ, the 
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Vicarious Atonement of Christ and His bodily resurrection were not essential to Christianity.  To
my knowledge none of these 1300 has repudiated that statement.
A committee of the General Assembly appointed to visit the Presbytery of Philadelphia reported that it found “no evidence of any theological heresy that could in justice be called un-Presbyterian” in that Presbytery, despite the fact that the Moderator of that Presbytery and a number of other members are signers of that Affirmation.  The Assembly accepted the report of the committee with few dissenting votes.



The only Bible I know IS the inspired Word of God, and reveals a Christ who was born of a Virgin, who performed miracles, who died to satisfy Divine justice, who was raised from the dead the third day with the same body in which he suffered. To such blasphemy which declares that the Auburn Affirmation is not heresy I can have no Part.

2.- THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY PLACED ITS OWN AUTHORITY

            ABOVE THAT OF THE WORD OF GOD.



The General Assembly of 1936 declared officially that when its own mandates conflict with the Word of God, its mandates must be obeyed rather than the word.  The General Assemblies of 1934 and 1935 ordered certain ministers, elders and laymen to withdraw from the Independent Board for Presbyterian Foreign Missions.  This Board had been formed, not as an agency of the Presbyterian Church but independently, as are a score of other mission boards on which Presbyterian(s) serve.  It was formed not to carry on general missions, but Presbyterian missions, the word ”Presbyterian” referring to no particular one of a dozen Presbyterian communions.  The work of the Board was founded on the Word of God, a contention which none has denied.  Without going into all the merits of the Board, it suffices to say that when these men and women chose to obey the Word rather than the mandates of the General Assembly they were deposed from the ministry, eldership, or the church, and in one case, excommunicated, a penalty reserved for the most hardened and confirmed sinners.  A church which has no 

3

room for those of whom God has so obviously approved, has no room for me.

3.- THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY DENIED THE RIGHT OF   

   
     MINISTERS TO CRITICIZE THE CHURCH.



The Rev. John DeWaard of Cedar Grove, Wis., some time ago published a pamphlet in which he criticized, with references, the work of the Board of Christian Education.  Without disproving the statements Mr. DeWaard made, Presbytery ordered him to cease criticizing in public and in private the Boards of the Church on penalty of losing his church.  Mr. DeWaard would not promise to cease telling that which was obviously true of the work of the Boards, and against the protests of nearly 90% of his members he was barred from his church.  General Assembly upheld the action of Presbytery.



If a minister can be ordered by a Presbytery to refrain from telling the truth, I can no longer be a minister in that church.

4.- THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY UPHELD THE RIGHT OF 

   
PRESBYTERIES TO DEMAND THAT MINISTERS AND

         ELDERS SUPPORT THE BOARDS AND AGENCIES OF THE

         CHURCH REGARDLESS OF WHETHER THE POLICIES OF

         THESE AGENCIES ARE CONTRARY TO THE WORD OF

         GOD.



Mr. John W. Fulton was licensed to preach the Gospel and ordained to the Gospel Ministry by the Presbytery of Philadelphia, although he would promise to support the Boards and agencies of the Church only when their actions were in accordance with the Word of God.  This action of the presbytery in ordaining Mr. Fulton was complained of by a minority of that Presbytery, and the Synod of Pennsylvania ordered Mr. Fulton’s ordination annulled.  The General Assembly upheld the action of the Synod and deposed Mr. Fulton from the ministry.  In a similar case a few years ago when the Presbytery of New York ordained a man who did not believe in the Virgin Birth, General Assembly did not order the annulment of his ordination, stating that was contrary to Presbyterian practice.
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With regard to elders, the Presbytery of Donegal passed a ruling that all elders ordained must support the Boards and agencies of the church regardless of what their policies now or in the future may be.  General Assembly upheld this ruling.



I cannot remain a minister in a church if I must promise to support any human agency whether its policies are in accord with the Word of God or not.

5.- THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY DECLARED OFFICIALLY THAT

 CHURCH MEMBERS ARE UNDER THE SAME OBLIGATION

 TO SUPPORT THE BOARDS AND AGENCIES OF THE 

           CHURCH AS TO “BELIEVE IN CHRIST AND KEEP HIS

           COMMANDMENTS.’’



The full enunciation of this principle will be found in the Minutes of the General Assembly, 1934, page 113.  This is blasphemy.  To put the orders of the General Assembly on a par with the commandment of Christ “this do in remembrance of me” shocks the very heart of every Christian.  I can have no part in a Church which places its own programme on a par with the Word of God.



You will see clearly how impossible it is for me to remain within the Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A.  When I became a minister I said that I believe the Bible to be the inspired Word of God, the ONLY infallible rule of faith and practice.  If I believe that to be true, and I do believe it with all my heart, I cannot longer remain within the Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A.  It is with great sorrow that I am constrained to obey the injunction of the Apostle, when in writing to the Corinthian Church to free itself from apostasy and false teaching he tells the Corinthian Christians, “Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing, and I will receive you.” (2 Cor. 6:17)



I could remain a minister of the Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A. only if I were to keep quiet concerning this terrible evil in the church.  Though I should bear the title and assume the functions of a minister if I should accept that condition, I should cease to be a 
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minister of Christ in the Biblical sense.   Though I should be a minister in name, I should be daily denying the Lord who purchased my whole being with His precious Blood, and to whom I have dedicated my whole life.  Such a life would never be happy or blessed and would merit the condemnation of Him whose commendation I crave.  To withdraw from the Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A. and to become a minister in the Presbyterian Church of America I know to be God’s will for my life, and I cannot sincerely do otherwise than obey His will.



Trusting that you will sympathetically understand the step I am taking, and assuring you that I will welcome correspondence from any of you on the subject, and with all best wishes, I am





Your friend,







(signed) Robert S. Marsden

