March-April Prayer News

Dear Friends,

Thank you for your faithful prayers for us and the Lord's work here in Japan.

Our God is faithful and we have much for which to praise Him.  The following items are cause for praise to our gracious, loving Lord.

Yukihisa – We have asked you to pray for this 17 year old young man and God has graciously answered your prayers.  He recently attended a young people`s retreat and was greatly blessed through the study of God’s word and the testimonies of other Japanese university students. Now he wants to make public his profession of faith and become a member of Canaan church. It has been a joy to see him seek out others with whom to share his burdens and faith. 

Amparo and Heinner – In our last newsletter we mentioned Amparo, Edie`s Peruvian Catholic friend who is in her Bible study.  She had an ectopic pregnancy which necessitated an emergency operation and she lost her baby. 

Before Edie left for the US to help Matt and Annette with their baby, we went to their apartment to show them the

 DVD, Catholicism-The Crisis of Faith.  They were very anxious to see it and talk with us about the Catholic church and their beliefs.  Ever since Heinner, Amparo`s husband, read the Spanish version of the book Joni, and his wife read to him portions of the book we gave them for Christmas, When God Weeps, he has been re-evaluating his beliefs in God.   Amparo told Edie that her husband used to be an agnostic but now after reading the books we gave them and seeing the DVD, he has come to believe there really is a God.  Please pray for both of them that God would give them a saving faith and bring them to know Jesus as their Lord and Savior.

Matt and Annette – Praise God for helping our son and his wife raise the needed support for them to come to Japan and work as interns with MTW in Nagoya this summer.  We thank all of you who were able to contribute financially, and especially for your prayer support for them.  Please continue to pray for them as they prepare to work with the team in Nagoya this summer
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Baby Ethan David – We thank our faithful covenant God for the birth of Ethan, Matt and Annette`s second baby, born on March 12 weighing 9lb. 11oz.  Mother and baby are doing fine and “big” 22 month old sister loves her brother.  Edie was able to be with them for 3 weeks to help take care of Karissa so Matt could continue his seminary studies and Annette could get some much needed rest! This was a real “sacrifice” for Edie!!!!!!!!! She loved every minute and found her heart bonded to the next generation of covenant children. 

Taka – He is our El Salvador-Japanese Catholic friend with whom Cal has studied the Bible for the past year and 3 months.  We asked you to pray that Taka would grasp hold of the gospel and realize he cannot save himself by his 
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own good works. Coming to know that Christ is the once for all substitute for his sins and that by grace alone we are saved is taking on profound meaning for him. Taka was deeply moved by the DVD production by those who had come out of Catholicism upon studying the Scriptures.  He said,“I really want to know the Bible and Jesus.” Please keep praying for him.

Esther`s upcoming wedding – Yes, TWO weddings in one year!  Lord willing, daughter Esther will marry her best friend Robert Reich, an MK (missionary kid) from Ecuador, on September 1.  Rob is a physicians assistant and works at the same Hispanic clinic in north Philadelphia where Esther is a nurse.  We thank God for this godly young man, who like Esther, has a passion for missions and for the poor.  They are very interested in serving the Lord in medical missions somewhere in South America.  

Outreach – God continues to answer prayer for the various outreach activities. We averaged 25 kids in Watari the past three months. Two weeks ago we had a record number of parents and children attend the cooking and Bible class (14 adults, 9 children) at the community center near the Sendai Church.  Lots of fun for the children as they made and decorated 4 rabbit shaped cakes.  For some it was the first time to hear the story of Christ’s resurrection. At Megumi Church for both the kids club(９children this past Saturday）and the Teen-time, the numbers have been few, (3-4) but the time together was greatly blessed. Several of the Teens will participate in the city-wide monthly fellowship. Pray for these gatherings to grow in number and to be used to bring many to faith and repentance.

Extension—Our presbytery and the Foreign Missions Committee of our denomination have decided to extend our term of service for another two years to October 2009. We are greatly encouraged by this for there is much to do. We know that we are not indispensable but the laborers are few and the needs here are critical. We pray that the Lord would strengthen us and use us for the furthering and extending of His kingdom and that others would come to work with us. It seems like we are just getting started! This extension was made with a restructuring of our means of support. We will now have to raise 65%($40,000) of our yearly support needs beginning in October. We know the Lord wants us here and we pray that He will provide. God is good. (See what He has done for Matt and Annette! PTL!) He owns the cattle upon a thousand hills.  

Prayer requests

1. First and always for humility and holiness.  We are very busy and our flesh wants to run to do the work of the Lord, rather than run to the Lord Himself.  Pray that we would always take time to abide in the Word of God, meditate on the character of God and pray in the Spirit of God.

2. Pray that we would do our ministry in His power and strength and not our own.

3. Pray for Yukihisa to make his profession of faith.

4. Pray for Taka to profess his faith.

5. Pray for increased opportunities among men to share the Gospel.

6. Pray for the three chapels without pastors and for the two chapels whose pastors are scheduled to retire this year that God will provide under-shepherds for these small flocks.

7. Pray for Amparo and Heinner as they return to Peru.  Pray they will find a gospel preaching church and get involved in a Bible study.  Pray for their salvation. 

Thanking God for each of you,

Cal and Edie Cummings

